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In his latest book Transgression & Redemption 
in American Fiction, Thomas J. Ferraro 
explores stories of forbidden passion and 

sacrificial violence, with ultra-radiant women 
(and sometimes men) at their focus. In this 
critical study of classic American novels 
including Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter and 
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, Ferraro  examines 
how these texts speak to readers across religious 
and social spectrums, generating an inclusive 
model of address and near-universal relevance. 
This book encourages readers to think about 
the American imagination, the myriad arts 
of writing about the passion plays of love, and 
even our canonical structures for reading and 
thinking about literature in new ways. 

Features

• An eye-opening re-interpretation of eight 
major novels of the American canon

• Offers Marian-Catholic modes of reading, 
thinking, and writing that revitalizes 
Protestant interpretations of classic literature

• Uses sustained close reading and long-lost 
scholarship to illuminate and challenge 
existing literary and cultural criticism 

Thomas J. Ferraro is a professor of English at 
Duke University. He writes on literature, film, and 
the performing arts and is the author of Feeling 
Italian: The Art of Ethnicity in America (NYU, 
2005) among other titles. 
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