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prose tracts Notes

Stanihurst, Richard https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-26294?rskey=pAUvsZ&result=11547 1618 M Dublin Dublin Ireland

Irish MP, 
official, 
landowner Catholic

University 
College, Oxford c. 1575

Genet 
Barnewall, 
Helen Copley 2 2

London, Dublin, 
Leiden yes

tutor, doctor, 
diplomat yes yes yes yes

The son of an important Irish MP and official, 
Stanyhurst was mentored by Edmund 
Campion. His book on Porphyry was probably 
the first printed work by an Irishman. Studied 
medicine in Leiden; today chiefly known for his 
translation of the first four books of the Aeneid 
composed in hexameter along his own metrical 
principles.

Storer, Thomas https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-26594?rskey=Aw742U&result=1c. 1571 1604 M London England
citizen of 
London

Christ Church, 
Oxford yes

Little is known about this minor poet, chiefly 
known for his verse life of Cardinal Wolsey.

Studley, John https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-26742?rskey=7Ix8ud&result=1c. 1545 1590? M Dorset England Protestant
Trinity College, 
Cambridge Barnard's Inn?

Maria 
Baskerville 1 2? London? yes? yes yes

Translator of Seneca into fourteeners and 
minor Latin poet. Little is known of his 
biography.

Sylvester, Joshua https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-26873?rskey=vpe8jS&result=11563 1618 M Kent England clothier? Protestant 1 5?
London, 

Berkshire yes
merchant, tutor, 
patronage yes yes

Poet of mercantile origin, now chiefly known as 
the translator of du Bartas, but also wrote some 
original works. Received the patronage of 
Prince Henry.

Tofte, Robert https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27495?rskey=YgGvYg&result=11562 1620 M
St Magnus the 

Martyr London England fishmonger Protestant
Exeter College, 
Oxford? yes yes yes

Minor poet and translator from Italian; spent 
time in Italy. Never married and seems to have 
been supported by a private income -- the 
source of which is unclear.

Trussell, John https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27778?rskey=Sh2zRe&result=11575 1648 M
St Dunstan in 

the West London England attorney
between 1603-

1609
Elizabeth Colly, 
Margaret Smith 2 at least 3

London, 
Winchester

lawyer, 
antiquary yes yes

Three literary works published in the 1590s 
attributed to Trussel, though only The First 
Rape of Faire Hellen and three dedicatory 
verses prefixed to Southwell's Triumphs Over 
Death are verified to Trussel. Also published in 
print and manuscript antiquarian writing and 
tract on forest law. 

Tubervile [Turberville], 
George https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27825?rskey=zqvgCU&result=11544 1597 M Whitchurch Dorset England landowner Protestant?

New College, 
Oxford

yes (not 
identified which) 1 Dorset yes secretary yes yes yes

Translated Ovid in blank verse. His own verses 
in Epitaphes, Epigrams, Songs, and Sonets 
contains love poems mostly written about Anne 
Russell, daughter of Earl of Bedford. Often in 
financial trouble and legal trouble. He murdered 
someone and his brother was murdered. 

Tusser, Thomas https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27898?rskey=0vvX7P&result=11524 1580 M Rivenhall Essex England

King's College, 
Cambridge; 
Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge around 1552

unknown; Amy 
Moon 2 4

Essex, 
Cambridge farmer yes yes

Much of the information about his life comes 
from an autobiographical poem. Wrote a 
husbandry manual in verse of which the 
second edition considered the rural labor of 
women.  

Twyne, Thomas https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27927?rskey=7ll3AT&result=11543 1613 M Canterbury England

master of 
Canterbury 
Free School

Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford; 
medicine at 
Cambridge 6 October 1571 Joan Pumfrett 1 at least 1 Lewes, Sussex physician yes yes yes

DNB entry accuses him of dullness in both 
prose and verse. Translated Aenied. 

Tye, Christopher https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27931?rskey=zQW1GA&result=11505 1571x3 M Cambridge? England? Protestant
King's College, 
Cambridge Katherine at least 3 Cambridgeshire musician yes

Only publication Actes of the Apostles. Likely 
Edward VI's music tutor. 

Udall [Yevedale], 
Nicholas https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27974?rskey=G6HuVR&result=11504 1556 M Holy Rood Southampton England Protestant

Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford yes?

headmaster of 
Eton College yes yes yes?

Was a lecturer in Oxford of Greek and logic but 
suspended for distributing Lutheran texts. First 
major work is a Latin textbook containing 
conversational Latin modelled from Terence. A 
notoriously sadistic teacher who Thomas 
Tusser describes in verse. Committed to 
Marshalsea prison under the 1534 buggery 
statute. Credited with manuscript tract against 
Book of Common Prayer. Wrote early English 
comedy Ralph Roister Doister. 

Underdowne, Thomas https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27995?rskey=wVrwTM&result=11541? 1566-77 M Oxford? England? Oxford? yes yes

fl. 1566-1577. First to translate Aethiopica. 
Original work was Excellent Historye of 
Theseus and Ariadne, an Ovidian narrative in 
fourteeners. Very conjectural birth year based 
solely on estimating his age at his first 
publication at 25. The sole bit of biographical 
information, his father's name "Steven," comes 
from a dedication. The name "Underdowne" 
appears to be associated with the county of 
Kent in the period.

Vallans, William https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28052?rskey=fTuDaY&result=11552? 1577-90 M Hertfordshire England Martha Potts? 1? Hertfordshire salter yes? yes

fl. 1577-1590. Wrote A tale of two swannes, the 
earliest extant river-marriage poem in English. 
Marriage and authorship of historical narratives 
in prose not confirmed to be the same person. 
This highly speculative birth year is again 
derived from his first publication, -25. Perhaps 
more information could be found by examining 
"Robert Valens" to whom a book is dedicated, 
possibly a relative. Valence, Valens, Valans, 
and Vallans are all attested spellings. 

Vaughan, Sir William https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28151?rskey=tSW2LO&result=21575 1641 M
Llanfihangel 
Aberbythych Carmarthenshire Wales MP Protestant

Jesus College, 
Oxford early 1600s

Elizabeth 
Robert; Anne 
Christmas 2 at least 7 Wales yes colonist Sir yes yes yes yes yes

Pseudonym Orpheus junior. While at Oxford 
published poetry in Latin. Most famous work is 
The Golden-Grove. Published on medicine, 
anti-catholic propoganda, and colonizing 
Newfoundland. 

Vaux, Thomas https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28163?rskey=TYd72G&result=21509 1556 M
soldier and 
courtier Catholic? Cambridge? 1523

Elizabeth 
Cheyne; 
Elizabeth 
Knollys 2 at least 6

Northamptonshi
re yes courtier Baron yes 

Member of Cardinal Wolsey's retinue to 
France. Attended King Henry VIII and Anne 
Boleyn on their visit to Francois I at Calais. Part 
of Queen Mary's train at coronation. Associated 
with courtley poets Sir Thomas Wyatt and 
Henry Howard, earl of Surrey. Poems circulate 
in manuscript miscellany as well as printed 
miscellany. Second marriage was to a widow, 
with whom he lived before her husband died- 
so the paternity of some of her children is 
unclear. 

Vennar [Vennard], 
Richard https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28190?rskey=69VNWk&result=11564 1615 M Salisbury Wiltshire England merchant Protestant

Balliol College, 
Oxford

Barnard's Inn; 
Lincoln's Inn before 1588 Elizabeth > 1 yes yes yes yes yes yes

Often imprisoned for financial trouble. Wrote an 
autobiography in prison, An Apology. Mainly 
known for his attempts to mount his play 
England's Joy. 

Vere, Edward de https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28208?rskey=bsWuf7&result=31550 1604 M
Castle 

Hedingham Essex England magnate Protestant?

Queen's 
College, 
Cambridge 9 December 1571

Anne Cecil; 
Elizabeth 
Trentham 2 6 + 1 illegitimate London; Oxford yes courtier Lord; Earl yes yes?

Catholic sympathies. Noted as being 'best in 
comedy' but no dramatic compositions survive- 
though he was patron to a company of players. 
Poems circulated in print anthologies and 
manuscript miscellanies. John Lyly worked as 
his servant.

Vittels [Vittell], 
Christopher https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28333?rskey=4XoyCV&result=11522? 1543-1579 M England separatist at least 1 yes joiner, merchant yes? yes yes

fl. 1543-1579. Couldn't confirm attribution of A 
New Balade or Songe, without which he only 
published translations and religious prose. 
Leader of Family of Love religious sect. Birth 
year calculated: Rogers, in 1579, describes 
Vittels' religious divagations as going back 36 
years. If 21 when this questing began, then he 
was born in 1522 -- likely the latest he could 
have been born. See J.W. Martin, "Christopher 
Vitel."

Warner, William https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28770?rskey=Rz0rD9&result=21559 1609 M London England voyager
Magdalen Hall, 
Oxford? 3 October 1599 Anne Dale at least 1

London; 
Hertfordshire lawyer yes yes

Wrote long episodic poem narrating the history 
of England. 

Warren, Arthur https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28773?rskey=9qE7aT&result=21585? M 1608?
Abigail 
Quarme? 2?

Exeter? 
Cornwall? priest? yes

fl. 1605. Biographical details not confirmed as 
connected to the poem. Chiefly known as 
having published the 1605 Poore Man's 
Passions, and Povertie's Patience. If Warren 
was the priest ordained in 1608, a conjectural 
birth year of 1585 follows from an average age 
at ordination of 23 (although this should be 
confirmed with reference to Rosemary O'Day).

Watson, Thomas https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28866?rskey=184ZVB&result=21556 1592 M Bishopsgate London England Oxford 6 September 1585Anne Swift yes yes yes yes yes

Translated Petrarch and Sophocles into Latin. 
An early writer in English lyric verse. Wrote 
prose treatise in manuscript on theory and 
practice of classical art of memory training. No 
plays by Watson are extant. Wrote English 
lyrics to Italian madrigals. 

Weever, John https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-28971?rskey=xqtISP&result=21576 1632 M Preston Lancashire England Protestant

Queen's 
College, 
Cambridge 1614? 1617?

Anne Edwards 
or Anne 
Panting? London yes yes yes yes

Published epigrams and an early 
Shakespearian sonnet dedicated to 
Shakespeare. Translated satires of Horace, 
Persius, and Juvenall. Published antiquarian 
work Ancient Funerall Monuments. 

Whetstone, George https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-29198?rskey=Uq8TuX&result=11550 1587 M St. Lawrence London England
merchant, 
haberdasher Furnivall's Inn Anne London yes yes yes yes yes yes

Involved in lengthy legal battle where four 
acquaintances tried to defraud him of property. 
Wrote a verse life of Sir Philip Sidney, as well 
as careful biographies in the elegies of others. 
Published Mirror for Magistrates. Wrote a 
conduct book for soldiers. 

Whithorne, Thomas https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-29313?rskey=usAl7f&result=3c. 1528 1596 M Ilminster? Somerset England
Magdalene 
College, Oxford 1577

Elizabeth 
Stoughton London yes

music tutor, 
tutor, chapel 
master yes yes

Song writer, poet, and music master. Author of 
possibly the first autobiography in English -- so 
perhaps more could be known about his life.

Whitney, Geoffrey https://www-oxforddnb-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-29320?rskey=bxjVv2&result=11548? 1601 M Nantwich?
Cheshire? 

London? England minor gentry Protestant 

Oxford; 
Magdalene 
College, 
Cambridge; 
University of 
Leiden

Thavies' Inn or 
Furnivall's Inn

Yarmouth; 
Netherlands yes under-bailiff yes

Emblem book circulated in manuscript before 
print publication. Became pre-eminent 
emblematist in Elizabethan England. 
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